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N e w A M O j o b s a b o a r d U S N S M o n t f o r d Po i n t
U. S . N a v y c h r i s t e n s f i r s t m o b i l e l a n d i n g p l a t f o r m i n s e r i e s

The Navy christened the USNS Montford Point,
the first mobile landing platform in a series of three
being built by General Dynamics NASSCO, at the
shipyard in San Diego, Calif., March 2, adding new
jobs for the membership of American Maritime
Officers.
Ocean Ships, Inc. is the operating company for
the mobile landing platforms (MLPs) and AMO represents all licensed officers. The USNS Montford Point is
scheduled for delivery in the second quarter of 2013.
“AMO is proud to be onboard as the USNS
Montford Point nears completion and is prepared for
service,” said AMO National President Tom Bethel.
“The MLPs are central to the Navy’s sea-basing concept and our union looks forward to providing characteristic exceptional service to Military Sealift
Command aboard these new ships.”
The USNS Montford Point will join MSC’s
Maritime Prepositioning Force as a seagoing pier in
the event that accessibility to onshore bases is denied.
As a cornerstone of sea basing, the MLP will serve as

a transfer point for a Marine Corps amphibious landing force between large ships and ship-to-shore landing craft. The ship also provides the ability to transfer
vehicles and equipment at sea while interfacing with
surface connectors to deliver the vehicles and equipment ashore.
During the christening ceremony, Gen. James
Amos, commandant of the Marine Corps, delivered
the principal address and Rear Adm. Mark Buzby,
commander of MSC, discussed the ship, its crew and
its potential in service to the military. Also attending
the ceremony and addressing the more than 1,000 people gathered for the christening were Congresswoman
Susan Davis (D-CA) and Congressmen Juan Vargas
(D-CA) and Scott Peters (D-CA).
“I salute the ship’s first master, Captain Kurt
Kleinschmidt, his chief engineer, Bill Maus, and the
rest of the U.S. merchant marine crew,” Buzby said.
“Their determination will stand this ship and its misSee Montford Point ◆ Page 12

Below: Attending
the
christening ceremony for the USNS
Montford Point were
the ship’s Captain Kurt
Kleinschmidt and Chief
Engineer William Maus, First
Assistant Engineer Joseph
Gelhaus (first relieving chief engineer) and Chief Mate Mike Sands
(first relieving master). With them here
are Ocean Ships, Inc. Vice President of
Operations Bob Sheen, Ocean
Shipholdings CEO Joe Vaughan, Jr.,
AMO National Secretary-Treasurer José
Leonard, Ocean Ships, Inc. President Jim
McGregor and AMO National Assistant
Vice President Daniel Shea.

Resilient American shipyards,
AMO and the LNG horizon

Broad-based, powerful support
for funding of Food for Peace

Page 2: To borrow a bit from Mark Twain, reports of the American shipbuilding industry’s death in commercial markets are greatly exaggerated.
Several new vessels produced by and being built at U.S. shipyards represent additional employment for American Maritime Officers members
and new employer contributions to the AMO benefit funds. This, in turn,
means greater long-term job and benefit security for all AMO families.

Pages 3, 6: A bipartisan group of 21 senators, and the Navy League of
the United States — as well as 70 maritime unions, U.S.-flag carriers,
farming and agricultural organizations and companies, humanitarian
organizations and trade associations — have urged the Obama
Administration to sustain funding of Food for Peace (PL 480) in the FY
2014 budget request, citing the program’s roles in national security.
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sion in good stead as they sail anywhere on
the globe that the mission sends them.
“When it comes to sacrifice, none
know it better than the brave Marines who
passed through Camp Montford Point,”
Buzby said. “They were the role models for
a long line of Leathernecks who believed in
nation and patriotism before self. They
were the first of their ‘class.’
“It is fitting then that this ship, USNS
Montford Point, is the first of its class,” he
said. “And it is also fitting that it will be
crewed by merchant mariners sailing under
the Military Sealift Command house flag.
“Like the Montford Point Marines
during World War II, our merchant
mariners have never hesitated to complete
the mission, even when that mission put
them in harm’s way,” Buzby said.
“This ship, with its unique capabilities, will become the centerpiece of seabasing, allowing the U.S. Navy to raise forward operations to a new level,” he said.
“Wherever the call, whatever the need,
USNS Montford Point will be part of the
Navy’s global force for good.”
The USNS Montford Point is named
for the approximately 20,000 AfricanAmerican Marine Corps recruits who
trained at Montford Point Camp in North
Carolina from 1942 to 1949. Their exceptional service prompted President Truman
to sign an executive order in 1948 disallowing segregation in the Marine Corps.
“I chose to name the department’s
new MLP Montford Point as a way to give
some long-overdue recognition to these
proud Americans who gave so much in the
defense of our nation. The courage shown
by these Marines helped forge the Corps
into the most formidable expeditionary
force in the world,” said Secretary of the
Navy Ray Mabus.
“As we gather today to christen the

newest ship of the Military Sealift
Command and the Maritime Prepositioning
Force, it is fitting that we also recognize
those who the ship honors,” Gen. Amos
said. “Much has already been said about
the Montford Point Camp and the men who
trained there to become Marines until segregation in the military ended. These
Marines, 35 of whom are seated here in
front, changed our Nation and our Corps.”
The ship will leverage floaton/float-off technology, allowing the
USNS Montford Point to partially submerge, facilitating easy movement of
cargo and craft. Additionally, the ship’s
size allows for 25,000 square feet of vehicle and equipment stowage space and
380,000 gallons of JP-5 fuel storage, the
Navy reported.
With this set of capabilities, the ship
is able to easily transfer personnel and
vehicles from other vessels, such as the
large medium-speed roll-on/roll-off ships
(LMSRs) onto landing craft air cushioned
(LCAC) vehicles and transport them
ashore. The platform with its open reconfigurable mission deck will serve as an
important flexible and transformational
asset to the Navy as it can be reconfigured
to support a wide variety of future operations, the Navy reported.
“NASSCO delivers high-quality,
mission-ready ships to the fleet and MLP 1
is no exception,” said President of General
Dynamics NASSCO Fred Harris.
“NASSCO’s performance on the MLP program is a direct reflection of our designbuild strategy. When MLP 1 construction
began, 100 percent of the design was complete, nearly all the production planning
was complete, and all the material to support production was in the pipeline. The
result of this rigorous approach to shipbuilding is a high-quality, affordable vessel
that was 91 percent complete at undocking
and now more than 97 percent complete at
christening. MLP 1 is on track to be delivered under budget and on schedule.”

Ship Sponsor Alexis “Jackie” Bolden
prepares to christen the USNS
Montford Point at General Dynamics
NASSCO in San Diego, Calif.

Montford Point Marine Association
National President James Averhart, Jr.
greets USNS Montford Point Captain
Kurt Kleinschmidt.

USMC Commandant Gen. James
Amos hails the Montford Point Marines.
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U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Dominique Pineiro

The Mobile Landing Platform USNS Montford Point (T-MLP 1) is moored pier
side in San Diego during the ship’s christening ceremony. The USNS Montford
Point is the first ship of its class and will serve as a floating base for amphibious
operations and a transfer point between large ships and small landing craft.

Rep. Juan
Vargas (D-CA)

GD NASSCO
President Fred
Harris

The Authority to Sail documents rich history of maritime licensing
From the first license issued in 1791
by George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson, to the documents used today,
maritime licensing has a rich past that
includes historic documents and impressive
vignettes. To illustrate and celebrate the art
of the maritime license and its history,
Commodore Robert Stanley Bates has published The Authority to Sail.
“I discovered there was a big hole in
American maritime history that was not
being told,” said Bates, whose fascination
with licenses started in the mid-1970s when
he was senior inspector of personnel for the
U.S. Coast Guard in New York. “Telling
this story is so important, and no one has
even scratched the surface. I knew I had to
find a way to pass it on. Finding out more
about the earlier licenses became a work of
blood, sweat and tears, and lots of digging
around. It’s been quite a journey.”
The result is a coffee table book that
seeks to preserve the bygone beauty of
licensing —showcasing the ornate engrav-

ings and drawings that make them works of
art — while informing and entertaining the
reader with tales about each new kind of
vessel (from steamer to gas yacht to passenger liner) and the requirements behind earning each license.
Maritime licensing began in 1791
with Captain Hopley Yeaton, who Bates
calls the John Paul Jones of the Coast Guard
— back then it was called the Revenue
Marine. Yeaton was the first seagoing officer whose commission, signed in by
President George Washington and thenSecretary of State Thomas Jefferson, could
be seen as the first license to a U.S. merchant marine captain.
Interesting tales in the book include:
the story behind the steamboat pilot’s certificate issued to Samuel Langhorne
Clemens, aka Mark Twain, in 1859; how
the tradition of christening a ship with a bottle of champagne fared through the temperance movement in the early 1900s; and the
engraving of the tugboat Inca which

appeared for 120 years on five different
licenses issued by the U.S. Coast Guard and
other inspection bureaus.
Originally from Quincy, Mass., Bates
now lives in St. Augustine, Fla. and is an
adjunct instructor at STAR Center in Dania
Beach, FL. In his 50-year career, he has

been decorated by three services: the U.S.
Navy, U.S. Coast Guard and the merchant
marine. He is a 30-year member of
American Maritime Officers in good standing.
In 1991, he served in Operation
Desert Storm as a captain of the USNS
Harkness in the Persian Gulf. In 2004,
Bates, sailing as commodore, led an expedition off the coast of Cyprus to the suspected
site of the lost city of Atlantis, and acted as
a consultant on the subject for a History
Channel program.
For 30 years, Bates has been
researching and writing about licensing in
maritime journals, establishing himself as
an industry expert. In the 1990s, one of his
former Coast Guard Academy students,
who had been working with Dr. Robert
Browning, the Coast Guard’s historian, sent
Bates black-and-white copies of licenses
dating back to the 1850s.
More information about the book is
available at www.theauthoritytosail.com.

