Jacksonville’s Fallen Heroes Honored

Fighting for Freedom
By Steve DiMattia
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Even still, they were forbidden to
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“They did everything they could to that has been bestowed upon their more
make us fail as marines. As black males we famous Air Force and Amy counterparts, the
were almost denied of our presence, denied of Tuskegee Airmen and the Buffalo Solders: A
ourselves,” said Gainous. He trained for six Congressional Gold Medal. A bill co-sponsored
months at the camp before being “attached” to by Rep. Corrine Brown is currently before
the 5th Amphibious Service Battalion aboard congress. Gainous has faith that the bill will
the flagship USS Rocky Mount to fight the pass. All his life, he has followed a “universal
war in the Marshall Islands. He mostly served law” that he credits for his success and which
aboard ship. “We were ‘attached’ to those he thinks will operate in this case, too: “Knock
units, but not really in those units, by law. We and the door shall open, seek and you shall find,
couldn’t actually fight; we had to serve. But ask and you will be given.” If not so humble, he
at times when you’re going to a place where might also add, “Look and you shall see great
the war is real hot and everybody is dying, then men among us.”
everybody fights. But after that it goes back to
For more information about the Montford
the same thing.”
Point Marines visit the
Montford Point
He clearly remembers the indignity when Marine Association website: http:// www.
the ship’s admiral told the media that there were montfordpointmarines.com/index.html
no “colored” Marines in the Marshall Islands
campaign. “As an African American there was
no such thing as receiving glory,” said Gainous.
Despite such treatment, Gainous holds no

LEFT: Purple Heart
recipient Samuel
Muldrew and his wife
Erma.

RIGHT:
Congresswoman
Corrine Brown
with City
Councilman
Reginald
(Reggie) Brown
CW02 U. S.
Army. Photos by
Cashmyr

C
O
M
M
U
N
I
T
Y

LEFT: Lt. Governor Jennifer
Carroll with Captain Andy
Blommer, Commanding Officer,
U.S.Coast Guard Bastte Mayport.
BOTTOM LEFT: Pat Smith held
a picture of her son, Keith V.
Robinson, USN as she touched
his name on the wall. BOTTOM:
RIGHT: MU3 Brandon Potts of the
Navy Bands Southeast ended the
ceremony with “Echo Taps.”

Hundreds of relatives and
friends turned out on a hot Monday
morning to honor Jacksonville’s
fallen heroes. The day was June 30,
2011, Memorial Day. The Veterans
Memorial Wall on East Adams Street
is located near EverBank Stadium in
Jacksonville.
Navy
Band Southeast and
Jacksonville Pipes and Drum
provided pre-ceremony music.
The keynote speakers were U. S.
Congresswoman Corrine Brown, U.
S. Congressman Ander Crenshaw,
Lt. Governor Jennifer Carroll and
Mayor John Peyton.
The Wall is a tribute to the
women and men who were killed

since World War 1. Presently, the
Wall has over 1,700 names listed.
Three new names were added to the
Veterans Memorial Wall since last
year. Army Pvt Jonathan Millanueva,
Lt. Robert Huish and Chief Petty
Officer David Gilbert. Special
memorial wreaths were placed by
the families in front of the Wall.
All three families gave emotional
speeches and shared happy moments
that they shared about their loved
loves.
The program precluded with
presentation of service wreaths,
community wreath laying and
selected family tributes.
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